[image: http://brazzavillefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/logo.png]

March 1, 2018
PRESS RELEASE

Kgalema Motlanthe, former President of South Africa, joins the Brazzaville Foundation’s Advisory Board

The Brazzaville Foundation is proud to welcome Kgalema Motlanthe to its advisory board. “It is an honour to have Kgalema Motlanthe as a new member of the Brazzaville Foundation”, said Jean-Yves Ollivier, Chairman of the Brazzaville Foundation. “His enduring commitment to democracy and his outstanding, dynamic leadership will be of great value to fostering peaceful resolution of conflicts—a pillar of the Foundation’s mission.”
Born in 1949 to a family of modest means, Kgalema Motlanthe served as President of South Africa from 2008 to 2009, and then Deputy President of South Africa from 2009 to 2014. 
He has played a long and highly distinguished role in the African National Congress (ANC), beginning as a student activist, trade unionist and member of the ANC's military wing during the struggle against apartheid. His commitment to the ANC led him to be sentenced to an effective 10-year imprisonment, from 1977 to 1987. Shortly after his release, he was elected Secretary-General of the National Union of Mineworkers, and in 1997, he was elected Secretary-General of the ANC.
Kgalema Motlanthe, as a president, was admired as a shrewd leader with a “patient and considerate decision-making style”.  Although now retired from political life, he heads a Foundation in his name committed to social causes, including education and human rights. 


ABOUT THE BRAZZAVILLE FOUNDATION
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Brazzaville Foundation is a non-profit organization dedicated to conflict resolution, preservation of the environment and nature conservation. The Brazzaville Foundation acts as an independent and neutral facilitator between warring parties, in Africa and in the rest of the world.   

Based in London, the foundation is directed by a board composed of Jean-Yves Ollivier, President, Philip Prettejohn and Lord Bell of Belgravia. Its Director is Sir David Richmond. The Foundation falls under the royal patronage of S.A.R Prince Michael of Kent.

More information: www.brazzavillefoundation.org/
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